The Mission of the Van Buren County Register of Deeds:

To provide the citizens of Van Buren County the most accurate records possible,
and to treat each customer with respect, dignity, professionalism, and courtesy.

About the Register of Deeds Office:

By state law the Register of Deeds is the office that records and/or files office for all
legal documents affecting real property and Uniform Commercial Code documents.
Examples are such documents as warranty, quitclaim, mineral, administrator, tax and
sheriff's deeds, mortgages, patents, oil and gas leases, plats and restrictions, rights of
way, various liens including municipal, state and federal tax liens, and court orders, and
wills where real estate is concerned, and numerous other instruments.

All fees charged for recording and/or filing are set by state law.

Other duties of the office include: recording Certificates of Survey and indexes of same,
recording all Surveys establishing corners, time and date stamping, registration
numbers, microfilming instruments, processing film daily, certifying to name and
maintaining a proper index, reception books and abiding by a uniform statutory fee and
system set by the legislature. The Van Buren County Register of Deeds also collects the
Michigan Real Estate Transfer Tax, although this is done in some counties by the County
Treasurer.

The office serves the public with research on all instruments. The Register of Deeds
actually becomes the custodian of many volumes of records dating back to the 1830's.
Needless to say, these volumes of information are highly valuable to the people. Credit
bureaus, banks, title & abstract companies and other lending agencies throughout the
State as well as many individuals check on the recording and filing of the many papers
pertaining to their businesses and utilize the records in this office. Even proof of
ownership is established according to the records in this office.

The Register of Deeds is the Chair of the County Plat Board, a board that gives final
approval to new plats and subdivisions.
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